(-)-Rolipram is a known antidepressant and phosphodiesterase inhibitor. 1 It has been synthesized starting from substituted pyrrolidinones. 2 Our studies on the synthesis of this antidepressant have led us to synthesize the title compound 1, which after crystallization formed colorless crystals adequate for an X-ray analysis. Date were collected on a Siemens P4 diffractometer. Crystallographic data as well as details of an Xray data collection and a structure refinement are summarized in Table 1 . The intensities were collected using nickel-filtered Mo Kα radiation (λ = 0.71073 Å) at room temperature, and were corrected for Lorentz and polarization effects. 3 The structure was solved by direct methods 4 and refined by full-matrix leastsquares with anisotropic temperature factors for the nonhydrogen atoms.
The structure solution and refinement included observed reflections with only I > 2s(I). The H-atoms were located on a difference Fourier map, and their positional parameters were refined.
A diagram of the structure of compound 1 is shown in Fig. 1 . The molecular structure with the atomic numbering is shown in Fig. 2 . The bond lengths and angles agree with the expected values. The five-membered ring presents a certain tension, which is mainly reflected on the C(3)-C(2)-N(1) angle of 107.3(4)˚; in the case of the C(3) and C(4) carbon atoms, both present almost regular sp 3 hybridization angles. On the other hand, the N(1) nitrogen atom tends to an sp 2 hybridization, as shown by the bond angles around it. 
